AAUW Updates - August 30, 2025
Susan Barley, Advancement Committee


1.  Fall Member Gathering: Scheduled for September 18 at 5 p.m. ET. Registration link can be found here: Event Information - AAUW

2.  Staffing Update:
Shannon Wolf (Managing Director & COO) has departed for a new role. Katrina Breese has assumed several of Shannon’s responsibilities including, but not limited to the annual member vote, liaison calls, support for the Governance and I&E committees, oversight of our Archivist.

Jessica Miller (Archivist) now reports to the Advancement team; she will support member education on AAUW history.

Recruitment is underway for a Senior Director of Administration to oversee IT, HR, and operations. The job is now posted here: Careers – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881

3. Branch Survey & Five-Star Program Results
Participation: 453 of 613 eligible branches completed surveys (74% completion, up from 52% in FY24).

Results:
54 branches achieved 5-star recognition (up from 16 in FY24).
Growth across categories: Advancement Stars (115), Public Policy & Advocacy Stars (343), Governance & Sustainability Stars(285), Programming Stars (244), Communications and External Relations (342) .
110 branches completed the survey but did not meet star criteria.
Drivers of success: Enhanced communication, simplified survey (25 vs. 45 minutes), improved timing, and stronger leadership engagement.

Desired resources (from survey):
Membership materials
Fundraising tools.
Virtual policy briefings & advocacy training.

Next steps:
Share state-level branch data to state presidents
Analyze branches with zero stars and those not completing surveys.
Prepare recognition and support communications to branches.
Use findings to shape FY26 survey strategy and resources.

4. Helpful Resources:
Leader Resources and Tools: Leader Resources & Tools – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881 This is where helpful information like the Strategic Plan Leader Toolkit, Membership Matters and Community Hub Tools and Resources.

How to sign up for Office Hours: Community Hub: Tools & Resources – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881

F&G Info Sessions for prospective applicants: Info Session Schedule – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881

Two Minute Activist Alerts: AAUW Action Network – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881

Five Star Program: Five-Star Program – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881
 
