
1 
 

 

Special Issue - March 2, 2021 
 

AAUW Missouri Archival Article ς Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment  
 

How the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment Was 

Celebrated by Missouri AAUW Branches, with the help of the  

AAUW MO Board Task Force and our partners 
 
 

What an incredible accomplishment achieved by so 
many AAUW Missouri branches! Despite the 
pandemic, branches held educational events, 
arranged for yard signs to be created and distributed, 
wrote letters to editors, held interviews with radio 
stations, worked with sister organizations, and more. 

 
A special achievement is that branches asked local 
mayors and councils to issue Proclamations! In all, 11 
branches ended up with 16 proclamations and one 
resolution celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment:   
Ballwin, Boonville, Canton, Chesterfield, Clayton, 
Columbia, Ferguson, Florissant, Independence, 
Jefferson City, Kansas City, Kirkwood, Manchester, 
Nevada, St. Louis City, St. Louis County and Webster 
Groves. Most occurred in the two months before the 
Aug 26th day of celebration and reflect the hard work 
and dedication of individual branches. Fantastic 
work! 

 

The AAUW MO 2020 Centennial of the 19th 
Amendment Task Force was formed in May, 2019, to 
encourage, educate and inspire branches to focus on 
the 19th Amendment Centennial. They researched 
resources, links, ideas and encouragement and 
shared these with the branches.  
 
This document is an archive of our Missouri 
celebration achievements. Much of it is 
excerpted from the Fall 2020 Missouri in Motion, 
beautifully written by editor Mary Jermak,  with 
additional photos and text added to complete the 
Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

County of St. Louis Executive Dr. Sam Page Issues a 
Proclamation Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 
19th Amendment. Pictured: Nancy J. Miller and Louise 
T. Wilkerson, Co-Presidents League of Women Voters 
of Metro St. Louis, Jean Dugan, Executive Director, 
League of Women Voters of Metro St. Louis, 
Dr. Sam Page, Jan Scott, AAUW St. Louis 
and Dr. A. Patricia Shores, AAUW MO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jefferson City Branch L-R: Branch President Charlotte 
Parsons, Mayor Carrie Tergin and Peggy Cochran. 
Back LR: Kathleen Turner Ledgerwood, Betty Cooper, 
Katherine Connor, Alicia White and Richard Parsons 
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From the President ς excerpted from MiM Fall 2020 
Sue Shineman, AAUW MO 

 

άOur branches made a big impact on their communities by working with 
city leaders in the writing of Proclamations celebrating the 100th 
!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΦ 9ƛƎƘǘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎƛǎǘǎ signs 
were planted in yards across many states.  
A resolution was written to remind city leaders of the need for action on 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜΦ wŀŘƛƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
the history of AAUW, the 19th Amendment and how it relates to the 
status of women today. A celebration honoring Black women suffragists 
was held in a St Louis cemetery. Programs sharing the history of 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ 

 

 

 

Branch Proclamations & Activities (in alphabetical order)  
 
 
 

Ballwin 
8/14/2020 

 
 

Sage Taber, Jan Horner, Pat Shores proudly display the signed proclamation they received. 
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Boonville 
 

        Mayor Ned Beach with Co-President Carol Cox.  
 

Boonville Co President Adrienne Johnson 
also had a 20 minute interview with the local 
radio station sharing about AAUW and the 
19th Amendment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Canton 
 

 

 

Kenna Armstrong (President Women of Promise, Student 
Club) and Canton Mayor Jarrod Phillips, who signed the 
AAUW Proclamation.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by DAnn Campbell. 
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Cape Girardeau  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Chesterfield 
July 15, 2020 
Submitted by Pat Shores, Ballwin Chesterfield Branch 

 

 

Pat Shores, Mayor Nation, Sage Taber and Jan 
Horner 

 

 

 

 

AAUW Cape Girardeau Branch members pose for a picture to show the Suffrage sign. L-R: Jean 
Cairns, Peggy Hill, Joan Gones, and Avon Crocker 
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Clayton 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbia  

On August 26, 2020, the 100th anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th amendment, the branch invited 
former member, Mary Mosley, now living in Idaho, 
to join us via Zoom for a cup of tea and a look back 
at the suffragists and their work. Locally, president 
Linda Evans had the official AAUW proclamation 
signed by the Columbia mayor, and branch 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ψ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ {ǳŦŦǊŀƎƛǎǘǎΩ 
signs. 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Mosley AAUW of Idaho Branch visits 
the Columbia branch via Zoom. 

 
Clayton Mayor Michelle Harris presents 
Lynne Roney of AAUW K-WG with a 
framed proclamation declaring August 
26, 2020, "Centennial of the 19th 
Amendment Ratification Day." 
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Ferguson-Florissant  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ferguson-CƭƻǊƛǎǎŀƴǘ !!¦² .ǊŀƴŎƘ tǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ CƭƻǊƛǎǎŀƴǘΩǎ aŀȅƻǊ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ WΦ [ƻǿŜǊȅΣ  
September 16, 2020.  

R-L: Joyce Bluett, Shirley Breeze, Pam Meyers, Mayor Lowery, Wilzetta Bell and Patty Murray 

 
 
Independence 
 

Jolene Cerveny, lndependence Branch President and  

Sue Shineman with Proclamation from Mayor Eileen 
Weir 
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Jefferson City 
Submitted by Charlotte Parsons, Pres AAUW Jefferson City 
8/19/2020  Mayor Carrie Tergin and others. 
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Kansas City  
 

Alice Kitchen organized and 
sponsored the Women's Equality 
Coalition and Councilwomen Andrea 
Bough and Ryana Parks-Shaw read 
into the minutes information giving 
context and background on the 19th 
Amendment, which was provided by 
AAUW. 
Resolution passed by the Kansas 
City Council, August 20, 2020 
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Marsha Koch reports that the Kirkwood- Webster 
Groves branch yard sign initiative reached North 
Dakota. The Devils Lake branch bought 30 signs, used 
at a branch sponsored event, and signs were posted in 
the community. 

Kirkwood - Webster Groves  
Centennial Celebration Project 
 
Seed money was granted by Missouri Women's 
Network and AAUW MO. Designs were created 
by Jeanne Webdell and Chris Nobbe. Marsha 
Koch's daughter and son-in-law came up with a 
striking sign that mimics those of 100 years ago 
and uses the suffragist-movement colors.  
For the complete article, see  
https://kwg-mo.aauw.net/files/2020/09/1-
2020-2021-No.-1- September-for-web.pdf. 

 
Signs were delivered to seven AAUW MO 
branches. Organizations that purchased signs 
were Issues & Actions, St. Louis; League of 
Women Voters St. Louis; Kansas City 
Athenaeum; Missouri NOW; St. Louis Metro 
Business Women; anŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Association-Ethical Society of St. Louis. Also 
Kirkwood, Ladue Horton Watkins, and Lindbergh 
High Social Studies educators requested signs. 
Complimentary signs went to Aisha Sultan, 
Manchester city officials, Kirkwood City Council 
members, and the Webster Kirkwood Times. 

 

K-WG Branch members attended (via Zoom) the 
reading of proclamations at the Kirkwood city 

council meeting August 20, pictured above 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://kwg-mo.aauw.net/files/2020/09/1-2020-2021-No.-1-
https://kwg-mo.aauw.net/files/2020/09/1-2020-2021-No.-1-
https://kwg-mo.aauw.net/files/2020/09/1-2020-2021-No.-1-September-for-web.pdf

