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Our Mission: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research

AAUW-MO State Conference Recap

W

ith over 80 attendees and a jam-packed
program, TAKING THE LEAD, AAUW MO’s
2018 Leadership Conference on May 5, was
busy, informative, and fun and provided
invaluable opportunities to connect with leaders and members at the national, state, and branch levels, as well as student members.
AAUW MO was proud and honored to welcome AAUW CEO Kimberly Churches as our Saturday morning
keynote speaker; and, in honor of her choosing to attend our conference, an informal reception was held on
Friday evening, May 4, where over 35 members gathered to welcome her to Missouri and to hear first-hand
her plans for moving AAUW forward. Members asked questions and voiced their opinions one-on-one with
her for over 3 hours. Early Saturday morning, over a continental breakfast, members from 15 of 17 Missouri
branches, Oklahoma, and Illinois renewed acquaintances, discovered new friends, viewed displays of branch
activities, and perused AAUW brochures, Fact Sheets, and handouts.
By far, the most highly valued part of the conference was CEO Kimberly Churches’
presentation, Beyond Aspirations: AAUW’s Future. She explained the reasons for
the reorganization within AAUW and the strategic plan process. She was frank and
factual, yet inspirational. A few highlights are:





Our mission is not to advance membership. Our mission is to advance equity for
all women and girls.
The Platinum Rule: Treat folks the way they want to be treated, not the way
you want to be treated.
Strategic Plan Goals: Education and training, governance and sustainability,
economic security, leadership.
Three proposed bylaws amendments have been strongly endorsed by the board
as part of our mission to advance equity for all women and girls; voting ends June 9.

AAUW CEO Kim Churches

Kim Churches welcomes your reactions and comments: executive@aauw.org or 202-785-7788. For goal details, view
her 2018 State Convention Video at https://www.aauw.org/resource/2018-state-convention-presentation/.
As quite a few conference evaluations said, “She is amazing!”
New state officers for the next two years, proposed by the nominating committee led by Diane Ludwig, were officially elected; and Sue
Barley, AAUW MO member and member of
AAUW Board of Directors, installed them:
President, Kay Meyer; Sue Shineman, membership vice president (continuing); Patt Braley,
finance officer; and Doris Nistler, continuing as
secretary.
(continued on page 2)
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From the President — Jan’s Notes
Our new CEO, Kim Churches, spoke at the Missouri state Conference a few weeks ago.
Her speech is essential listening for all members and is available at www.aauw.org.
Like many of us, she marveled at the Women’s March after President Trump was inaugurated. I marveled at the crowds of civilized citizens and went home. Kim contacted AAUW
and said, “I want that job as CEO of AAUW. Someone has to follow up on this movement
for equity, and AAUW is the group positioned to do it.”
Our job is to attend to our strategic plan and watch our mission take on new significance.
This is our opportunity to apply our enthusiasm, determination and skills toward continuing
to break those stubborn barriers and find equity for women and girls.
My two-year term is almost over. Please join me in welcoming Kay Meyer, KirkwoodWebster Groves and Ballwin-Chesterfield branches, as the new state president, 2018-2020!

Jan Scott
President, AAUW MO
(jan@athenalibrary.com)

Please Note: REMINDER!!

Issues of Outlook are now available on line. You get more content because with
the digital version comes complementary features like videos, slideshows, and polls, as well as the ability to zoom in to
read larger print and linking to web sites mentioned in stories. You are able to request to opt in to receive a printed Outlook (visit www.aauw.org/who-we-are/outlookmag). Unfortunately, the cost of printing and mailing the magazine to all
members has made it unsustainable.

(continued from page 1)

Three break-out sessions, each focused on an aspect of
communicating in today’s social media world, were very
popular and well-attended. While enjoying a salad/
soup/potato bar lunch, members in similar officer positions gathered to learn about the duties of their position, hear tips and tricks for success from seasoned
officers, and ask questions. Many wished more time
had been available to share ideas.
We were also honored to hear
from Susan Landino (at right),
AAUW LAF plaintiff in Burhans
v. Yale, which was recently
settled favorably. Susan, who
had claimed she was discriminated against and eventually
terminated after years of
attempting to help survivors of sexual assault on campus and alert Yale to potential Title IX violations, alleged
sex discrimination and unlawful retaliation under Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972 and other laws.
The details of her fight for justice for students and administrators was very moving and solicited donations to
LAF on the spot.
Another highlight of the day was hearing from a panel of
six AAUW student members from Missouri State University and the University of Missouri-Columbia. The
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students shared with us some of their experiences as women students and answered questions from the audience.
They were a delightful group and strengthened our resolve
to fight for equity for all women and girls! (See picture on
page 6.)
For a list of awards and recognition, see page 3.

STAR AWARD NOTICE
and REMINDER TO VOTE
If you haven’t cast your ballot regarding the
national bylaws amendments proposal, the
deadline approaches: June 9, 2018!
The state board has just voted to add to the
Star Award a point for - “A minimum of 10%
of branch membership voting in the 2018
AAUW National Bylaws Amendment Vote."
A copy of next year’s Star Award requirements is at the end of this newsletter.
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AAUW OF MISSOURI AWARDS
2017-2018 Missouri Outstanding Member
Marsha Koch

Century Club Plus Members, 2017:
(Century Club Plus donors give $250 or more to AAUW Fund
Ballwin-Chesterfield: Susan Barley, Suzanne Couch, Karen
Francis, Barbara McQuitty, Yvonne Morrison, Doris Nistler,
Linda Roberson, Nancy Russell, Joyce Schuetz, Patricia Shores,
Julia Triplett

Kirkwood-Webster Groves and Ballwin-Chesterfield

Columbia: Jane Biers, Diane Ludwig

AAUW Fund Honors and Awards, 2017

Ferguson-Florissant: Shirley Breeze

(Total all funds: $35,572.00)

Top Ten Branches in Total Giving:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Kirkwood-Webster Groves: Carol Davis McDonald, Bruce Robert

Ballwin-Chesterfield
Kirkwood-Webster Groves
St. Charles
Kansas City
Columbia
Independence
St. Louis
Ferguson-Florissant
Parkville
Maryville

St. Louis: Susan Barley, Carol Davis McDonald

AAUW Missouri Century Club Members, 2017:
(Century Club donors give $100)

Top Ten Branches in Per Capital Giving:
(State of Missouri per capita: $51.70)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Kirkwood-Webster Groves
St. Charles
Maryville
Columbia
St. Louis
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Parkville
Kansas City
Independence
Ferguson-Florissant

Kansas City: Ellen Johnson, Patsy Kile, Ardyth Pearson, Nicole
Stanke, Margaret Strouse

$87.21
73.18
66.50
64.48
62.68
54.10
36.33
34.59
31.40
28.11

Ballwin-Chesterfield: Carol Anthony, Marian Bauer, Marcia
Block, Bette Bude, Barbara Butchart, Carol Derington, Jean
Elliott, Erlaine Eltomi, Susan Fenwick, Gloria Goetsch, Veronica
Harris, Betty Hartman, Harriett Hirschfeld, Angela Janik, Patricia
Jennings, Virginia Johnson, Jayne Kasten, Joyce Katz, Eileen
Krahman, Beth Meteer, Beverly Miller, Sandra Murdock, Ann
Patrice O’Shaughnessy, Nance Roth, Judith Schaefer-Piet, Linda
Seibert, Arlene Spector, Judy Stagoski, Elizabeth Theiss, Yvonne
Ward, Marsha Weppelman, Mary Kay Wolfe, Patricia Wollenberg
Columbia: Pat Carlson, Linda Evans, Marianne Fues, Lorna Johnson, Cynthia Louden
Ferguson-Florissant: Lillian Boly, Dorothy Stade
Joplin: Teresa Massa
Kansas City: Linda Berube, Linda Bruner, Carol Cowles,
Stephanie Hatfield, Ann Kindred, Corinne Mahaffey, Margaret
Shouse

Missouri Branches Named Gift Honorees for 2017:

Kansas City Northland: Sandra Reeves

(*in memorium)

Kirkwood-Webster Groves: Patricia Farrior, Helen Hays, Barbara
Johnson, Marsha Koch, Debbie McWard, Kay Meyer, Mara Perry, Lynne Roney, Eugenia Webdell

Ballwin-Chesterfield: Betty Bude, Carol Derington, Susan
Fenwick, Mary Jermak, Joyce Katz, Sandra Murdock, Shima
Rostami, Marsha Weppelman
Columbia: Pat Carlson, Marianne Fues, Bonnie Mullen
Ferguson-Florissant: Joyce Wolf
Independence: Mary Anderson, Edwina Forke, Karol Palmer
Kirkwood-Webster Groves: Helen Hays, Julia Muller, Bruce P.
Robert, Jane Robert, Lynne Roney, Eugenia Webdell
Kansas City: Linda Berube, Marian McClellan, Wanda Perkins,
Jane Vincent, Teri Wichman
Maryville: Sharon Leick, Linda Girard
St. Charles: Linda Denker, Alice Kniker, Karen Schneider
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St. Charles: Teresa Brecht, Bonnie Dillard, Dorothy Hatch, Jane
Hood, Judy Johnson, Alice Kniker, Pam Kulp, Susan Mollering,
Barbara Olive, Grace Poertner, Ruby Quarterman, Warlene
Reed, Janice Rumfelt, Sharon Schooler, Betty Takahashi, Rose
Weeks
St. Louis: Mary Bruemmer, Nancy Collins, Gwendolyn Cotton
Springfield: Donna Medlin
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Woman of Distinction Award
The Woman of Distinction is selected from applications submitted by the branches every two years. Criteria are contained in AAUW MO Policies and Procedures, III.D.12. This
year two recipients were honored: Diane Burre Ludwig
(Columbia Branch) and Carolyn Gray Thornton (Nevada
Branch). Carolyn’s award was accepted in absentia by
Sheryl Baer, president of the Nevada Branch.
After the conference, Carolyn received a very nice write-up
in the Nevada Daily Mail describing her accomplishments:
She was a columnist with the
newspaper and a community volunteer. After receiving a degree in
English and home economics, Carolyn joined AAUW in the 1950s.
Two things she is most proud of
were planning AAUW events with
then-president of Cottey College,
Dr. Blanche Hinman Dow, who
subsequently became the national
president of AAUW (1963-1967),
and being the grant writer and first director for seven years
of The Neighbors Center in Nevada, which provides adult
day care and respite care. Among other awards, Carolyn
received Nevada Citizen of the Year (1994), Women Helping
Women (1992), Woman of the Year from Nevada Business
and Professional Women (1996), and Best Historical Article
(2002) and Best Magazine Column Award (2005) from the
Missouri Writers’ Guild. Carolyn also served as president of
the Nevada Branch. Due to Parkinson’s Disease she now
dictates her columns, a daughter types them while a son
reads and submits them.
Diane obtained a BS in Education
from UM-Columbia and joined
AAUW in 1973. She served as
president of the Oklahoma City,
Tulsa, Kirkwood-Webster Groves,
St. Louis, and Columbia branches.
At the state level, she served as
Educational Foundation chair, program vice president, and president
(Missouri) and Educational Foundation chair, treasurer, and program vice president (Oklahoma).
At the national level, she served two terms as the national
fund-raising chair.
Diane has credited AAUW for introducing her to fundraising , which she did professionally as development director
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for various organizations, including Walker Scottish
Rite Children’s Clinic and Ranken Jorden Pediatric
Bridge Hospital in St. Louis. She is active in the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), taught a fundraising class at Washington University, serves on the
board of the Kingdom of Callaway Historical Society, is
executive directory of the Fulton Public Schools Association, and actively supports her church. She was a recipient of the St. Louis IBC Barbara Lackritz AAUW Service Award and was named Fundraising Professional of
the Year by the St. Louis Chapter of the AFP.

AAUW Missouri Outstanding Member
Consideration for the Outstanding Member Award is
given to people who have made significant contributions to the mission of AAUW of advocacy education
philanthropy, and research, together with outstanding
support of AAUW Missouri. The honoree is chosen by
board committee (see details in AAUW Policies and
Procedures, III.D.9). This year Marsha Koch was so
honored.
Marsha
serves AAUW
Missouri as
program vice
president and
was the force
behind the
very exciting
and educational May
2018 Annual Meeting in Columbia. Marsha joined
AAUW in 1984. She currently is a dual member of the
Kirkwood-Webster Groves Branch and the BallwinChesterfield Branch and has been honored with a
Named Gift by KWG.
Marsha served as president of KWG from 2001-2003.
She was the Missouri state president from 2008-2010,
when the national convention was held in St. Louis in
2009 and served as chair of the Metro St. Louis Interbranch Council at the same time. This year she is serving as KWG program VP and newsletter editor.
Her efforts as a volunteer monitor with the Court
Watch Project for the St. Louis Ending Violence Against
Women Network and hours of volunteering with Women’s Voices Raised for Social Justice and Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America keep her busy
outside of her AAUW responsibilities. Congratulations, Marsha! You definitely are an Outstanding Missouri Member!
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2017-2018
Star Awards
and Galaxy
Awards
Congratulations To Our Star Branches!
10 Stars
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Ferguson-Florissant
Kansas City
Kirkwood-Webster Groves

Columbia
Independence
Kansas City Northland
St. Louis

7 Stars

5 Stars
Boonville

Canton
Jefferson City
Maryville
Parkville

Congratulations To Our Galaxy Branches!
Ballwin-Chesterfield: Munching Matters
Columbia: The Holly Burgess Public Policy Forum
Project
Kirkwood-Webster Groves: Put Yourself Out There
*Applications for these awards are found on the state web site and
in the state directory provided to branch presidents.

Spring 2018 Issue

by Sue Shineman
Membership VP
How Do We Capitalize on
Our Mission’s Appeal?
“Join our cause, not our club.” That‟s the idea at the heart
of a presentation shared with state AAUW presidents. This
sentiment is the perfect reminder that branches serve as
megaphones to amplify AAUW‟s mission locally and that
our mission can and should act as the catalyst for growing
membership. AAUW research has also shown that young
and seasoned change agents alike join AAUW because of
our mission.
We know that our biggest challenge is keeping first- and
second-year members. Emphasizing AAUW‟s mission energizes those newer members, prospective and longtime
members, too. “When you talk about AAUW, think: „Join
our cause,‟ then invite new and potential members to join in
the work,” says Iowa President Elaine Kreese. Rather
than just telling first- and second-year members how great
AAUW members are, Kreese advises showing that greatness “by helping them share in the mission and vision —
projects that can help change the climate for us all.”
Karen Coleman
National Membership Committee Co-chair
Note: The above was taken from Membership Matters, an
AAUW National publication. Please give some serious thought
as to where you can make the most of your time and energy to
continue the growth and outreach of your AAUW branch.

Missouri History Day by Betty Takahashi, Chair
The contest was held on the campus of the University of Missouri in Columbia on
April 28, 2018. Again this year, AAUW of Missouri presented three $100 special
prizes. The theme this year was CONFLICT AND COMPROMISE IN HISTORY. The
Judges were (clockwise from top) Margaret Gladbach, Kay Meyer, Betty Takahashi,
Nancy Hutchins, and Nicole Takahashi. The prizes were given in memory of Jean
Shull, longtime AAUW member who served many years as a judge for Missouri
History Day. The winners were
 Junior Performance: Allison Vallier, Liberty Middle School. Her performance was titled “St. Maria Skobtsova,
Defiance in the Face of Death.”
 Senior Performance: Kylie Harris, Carthage High School, for the second year. Her performance was titled “The
Freedom Riders: Compromise and Color Line.”
 Senior Documentary: Canasia McBride, Richland High School. The title was ”We Mean to Use Every Means to Try
and Win the Mississippi Freedom Delegation.”
Each winner was given a certificate, AAUW notecards, information on membership, and a copy of Barriers and Bias.
The judges had a great day, were inspired by these young women, and enjoyed representing AAUW in Missouri.
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Public Policy
Karen Francis and Pat
Shores, Co-Chairs

2018 EQUITY ACTION DAY IN JEFFERSON CITY
When strong women unite, we have the power to make a
difference. On Tuesday, April 10, Missouri women from
many different organizations gathered in Jefferson City to
let our representatives know what we care about.
While women from the collaborating organizations lobbied
legislators on many different issues AAUW members focused on the gender pay gap and asked legislators to support equal pay.
Before the group fanned out to lobby, they heard presentations from:
 Jill Stein, staff member in Senator Jill Schupp's office
who shared the legislative bill process and passage.
 Senator Jill Schupp and Representative Judy Morgan
who talked about their two ERA bills.
 Shelley Swoyer, who explained the Clean Missouri
Petition to amend the MO Constitution.
 Representative Patricia Pike who shared her part in
getting the Human Trafficking Poster bill passed and
signed.
 Representative Jared Taylor, who spoke about his concealed weapon bill.
 Emily Russell, executive director of the Office of the
Attorney General Human Trafficking Task Force, who explained the responsibilities of the new position.
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College-University
Partners
Deb McWard, Liaison
One of the highlights of the State Conference was the
student panel. We are grateful to the 6 students who
took time away from studying for finals and/or graduation preparations to be with us. It’s hard to say who
learned the most from our brief hour with them. We
came away with ideas for communication and mentoring, and we learned that they are still struggling with
issues of equity.
Bridging our generations by means of AAUW is a big step
forward. Saying that they are the future of AAUW isn’t
telling it quite right. They are AAUW.
Many thanks to Missouri State Leaders: Hannah Voyles,
Hannah Speight, Jackie Crawford, and Meaghan Duda,
founding president of their student organization; University of Missouri leader, Megan Van Poucke; and UMSL
leader, Lydia Richardson.

Two Ft. Zumwalt High School students, who were part of
the citizen lobbying group, encouraged us to invite more
students to participate and summed up their experience
this way:
The pay gap is real. We don’t have equal rights in
the Constitution. We need to talk about this…
maybe on social media.
We know that young women like this will carry on the fight
for equity for women and girls and families.
A huge thank you to the following groups who sponsored and
participated: AAUW of Missouri, Coalition of Labor Union Women, League of Women Voters, Missouri National Organization for
Women (NOW), NARAL, National Women’s Political Caucus-St.
Louis, Missouri Women’s Leadership Coalition, Washington University Study Group, two young women senior students from the
Fort Zumwalt School District.
Page 6

It seems that, after hearing the students, there is real
interest in having more communication with our students. That can happen with good relationships with our
AAUW College-University members. Several members
expressed a willingness to work with AAUW CU reps to
form more student groups. If you are an alumna or just
interested in working with a nearby campus, (continued)
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we can work together to get something going.
Current AAUW CU members that could use a liaison are:













Central Methodist University
Columbia College
Culver-Stockton College
Lincoln University
Ozarks Technical Community College
Stephens College
University of Central Missouri
Missouri State University
Park University
St. Louis College of Pharmacy
Washington University
William Jewell

Some are already covered and not listed, which is not to
say they are off-limits. They are








Cottey College
Lindenwood University
Maryville University
Metro Community Colleges of Kansas City
University of Missouri-Columbia
University of Missouri-St. Louis
Webster University.

There is also a need for recruiting new AAUW CU members. Your input is essential.
For your information,
 AAUW college and university members are referred
to as AAUW CU members
 Student groups are the official AAUW organizations
of students on the campuses of AAUW CU members.
 What we used to call ESAF members are now estudent associates of AAUW. Their membership is
free for undergraduates of AAUW CU members or
$18.81 for degree-seeking graduate students.
 College-university representatives are our liaisons to
the AAUW CU members. Most institutions have two,
and they are either volunteers from various departments or appointed by the school’s administration.
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All branch presidents should have received a
copy of our new incentive grant brochure that
explains what and how you can easily obtain one
of our grants! Check it out, as there are many
suggestions.
We have another co-chair who will be joining our
team to help you, Teri Brecht (St. Charles).
Happy Planning!

Greater Kansas City Interbranch Council
By Kathleen Welton, GKC IBC Chair

The Greater Kansas City IBC is comprised of Kansas City,
Kansas City Northland, Parkville, and Independence
branches. The GKC IBC Reentry Woman Scholarship
Award Luncheon was April 21, 2018. Scholarship packets were delivered to community colleges and universities by the end of January 2018 with a deadline in midMarch. Applications were reviewed the last of March,
and notifications were the first of April. The Kansas City
Branch was host. Eight scholarships were awarded at
$600 each. Reentry Woman Awardees were Charity
Bishop, Maple Woods Community College, AA Social
Work; Shana Shanteau, University of Missouri Kansas
City, Urban Planning & Design; Crystal Swope, Park University, Social Work; Cherie Servello, Park University,
Sociology & Psychology. Toni Thornton Award winners
were Sarah Palmer, Penn Valley Community College,
Nursing; Samantha Kaiser, University of Kansas City, Urban Planning & Design; Jen Bess, Penn Valley Community College, Sociology. Parkville Branch Reentry Scholarship was awarded to ShaVaughn Holloway, Park University, English.

Incentive Grants by Pam Kulp, Co-Chair
This past year, grant approval was given to KirkwoodWebster Groves for $200 (total) for registration for two
booths at two different popular local community summertime festivals. The purpose was to increase awareness of
AAUW in community, highlight programs, recruit new
members, and collect funds to support STEM scholarships.
Brochures were compiled for each branch that include:
A copy of the application/explanation process
Ideas of past successful projects
Ideas that branches might consider for projects
A copy from the national website that pertains to successful fund raising events
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Charity Bishop, Shana Shanteau, Crystal Swope,
Cherie Servello, ShaVaughn Holloway
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LEAVES
FROM THE
BRANCHES
AAUW Kirkwood-Webster Groves
by Chris Nobbe, President

K-WG’s May meeting was a STEM Careers event featuring
Dr. Ryan Clegg-Watkins, research scientist at Planetary
Science Institute. Dr. Watkins
(featured at right) earned a PhD in
Earth and Planetary Science from
Washington University in St. Louis,
graduating in 2015. Her research
interests include using photometry to understand physical and
compositional properties of planetary surfaces, and integrating
planetary data sets to assess landing site safety hazards for future
missions. She shared her experience as a woman in a
STEM field and how she overcame people who doubted
her ability to compete in physics and space science. Dr.
Watkins’ story was inspiring and was a reminder that a
support group, in her case her father, is important. Dr.
Watkins’ high school counselor told her to “adjust her
dreams” of becoming an astronaut to something “more
achievable,” and her father told the counselor that Ryan’s
dreams and goals were a good fit.
At the meeting, the branch also honored two STEM scholarship recipients who were awarded $500 each to use in
college as they pursue STEM studies. Jasmine Hunt from
Affton High School is a member of the National Honor
Society, has been a member all four years on student
council, serving as vice president in her senior year, Varsity Sports Club, and cheerleading. She has been involved
in numerous volunteer programs and held part time jobs.
She plans to be a pharmacist and attend St. Louis College
of Pharmacy’s seven-year program.
Amadi MuseMorris from Maplewood-Richmond Heights
High School, is an award-winning tennis player and classical pianist. Active in social justice, Amadi co-founded an
organization
that introduces
(continued next
column)

(Pictured at
right are Chris,
Dr. Watkins, and
Amadi, L to R.)
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tennis to low-income, urban children and created an
African-American History and Culture Club at school.
Amadi has been a volunteer lab assistant at UMSL, as
well as a paid intern documenting the effect of the auxin
hormone on the phenotypes and genotypes of genetically mutated and wild type Arabidopsis plants.
Amadi plans to earn a PhD in biogenetics at Washington University. Amadi was the only
student who could attend the meeting, and she brought
her supportive family with her.
Before the featured presentation, Chris shared a brief
summary of the research AAUW completed in 2010 on
why so few women are in STEM fields and careers. She
used the short PowerPoint provided by AAUW and
shortened it more as an introduction to the evening. It
helped that she knew a bit of Dr. Watkins’ story and
knew that she would touch on several points made in
the study. Also, she included her own experience of
meeting the only astronaut from South Korea, Yi Soyeon, a female, and telling her story: one way to encourage women in science is to include women’s bathrooms in the science building in the university!
Members of another organization, St. Louis Space Frontier, and five members attended our meeting as guests.
They were interested in hearing Dr. Watkins speak and
enjoyed the cookies, brownies, and punch. The guests
really brought our meeting to life!
Don’t be afraid of new beginnings. Don’t shy away from
new people, new energy, new surroundings. Embrace
new chances at happiness. – Billy Chapata
AAUW Ferguson-Florissant by Pat Kelemen, Co-President
At the annual FergusonFlorissant Branch May
Luncheon, George Hodgman,
author and editor, was the
guest speaker. Hodgman is
the author of Bettyville, a
memoir of the years he cared
for his ailing mother in Paris,
Missouri.
In the photo, he is shown with
the incoming branch copresident, Pam Meyers, who
has known him for many
years.

Volume 91, No. 4, www.aauwmo.org

Spring 2018 Issue

AAUW Boonville by Vanessa Melton, President
This May the Branch was busy awarding four scholarships
and two awards. The two awards given were Women of the
Year, with one going to an outstanding member of the community, Debbie Maxwell, for her work with the Kids Hope
USA, which is a mentoring program linking mentors from the
Nelson Memorial United Methodist Church and students at
David Barton Elementary School in Boonville. The other
Woman of the Year
award went to a
branch member,
Margaret Hopkins,
for all the hard
work she has done
for the Branch this
past year. Pictured
are Vanessa
Melton, president
of the Boonville
Branch (left), Debbie Maxwell (center), and Paula Danner,
vice president of the Boonville Branch (right).
Four scholarships were also given in May, two of which were
made possible through proceeds from the sixth annual Donation-Only Rummage Sale, which is held each September in
hopes of raising scholarship funds for young women pursuing a STEM field in college.
In addition, this year two more scholarships were awarded
as a memorial to a much-loved and respected, 50-year member of AAUW who passed away suddenly - Donna Myers.
Donna studied pharmacy at Purdue University at a time
when few females entered that field. Those who did faced
discrimination from professors who did not think women
belonged in professional schools. She graduated from Purdue with a degree in pharmacy in 1959 and was a pharmacist for decades, proving the professors wrong. In Boonville,
she was a pharmacist at Cooper County Memorial Hospital
and at Medical Arts Pharmacy. To honor her, it was decided
to give two additional scholarships to students in pursuit of a
pharmacy field of study. Education was of great importance
to Donna, and we were honored to have the opportunity to
celebrate her life and accomplishments through the AAUW
Donna Myers Memorial Scholarship.
Scholarship recipients are as follows (pictured top right):


AAUW Annual Scholarship:
 Emily Imhoff
 Megan Kammerich



AAUW Donna Myers Memorial Scholarship:
 Blake Elizabeth Allison
 Nhu Tran
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Emily Imhoff

Megan Kammerich

Blake Elizabeth Allison

Nhu Tran

AAUW Columbia by Diane B. Ludwig, President
Columbia Branch has enjoyed several thoughtprovoking programs recently. In February, we delved
into the AAUW research topic, Deeper in Debt: Women and Student Loans. How sad to see how much
debt women carry and how much longer it takes them
to pay it off. In March, we heard from the Title IX
office at University of MO detailing how cases are
handled and training provided for faculty, staff, and
students. April brought two dynamic local women
leaders, recipients of the 2017 Columbia Tribune’s
Women in Business Awards. They discussed how
leadership skills had played a role in their success.
Our final May program featured Dr. Dianne Lynch,
president of Stephens College, one of only a few
women-only colleges still in existence, to discuss with
us the importance of single-sex colleges. She also invited us to campus to tour the Stephens Costume Museum, which will now be one of our summer fundraising events.

"Gender equality is more than a goal in itself. It is a precondition for meeting the challenge of reducing poverty,
promoting sustainable development and building good
governance." --Kofi Annan
"Achieving gender equality requires the engagement of
women and men, girls and boys. It is everyone's responsibility." --Ban Ki-moon
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(Leaves From the Branches continued)

AAUW Saint Charles by Teri Brecht, Communications

AAUW Saint Louis, by Sally McGowan, Director

The St. Charles Branch of American Association of UniversiA tabling event was held at the annual Earth Day Festival ty Women honors two high school seniors from eight area
high schools who excel in math or science. Student honin Forest Park on April 21-22, 2018. Thanks to all who
orees, parents, and teachers attended the 24th Annual
volunteered to work the booth as well as others who
STEM Awards and Salad Supper on March 1. STEM Awardshad extra hand-outs. The event was a huge success
even though Saturday was also our IBC Spring Fling and science, technology, engineering, and math- have been presented yearly since 1994. Recipients are nominated by
Sunday it rained. There was a lot of interest in
their teachers.
AAUW! Seventy-two (72!) women signed up for more
information and possible membership. They were interested in more information on Title IX, sexual harassment, scholarships, and membership as well as just curious about who we are and what we do. One woman,
who was already a member said that this was a reminder for her to send a donation for the note cards she received in the mail! A few shared familiar stories under
our booth. Even though this was our first Earth Day
event, it was very successful. AAUW needs more visibilFront Row, Math Excellence Awards: Gwendolyn Miller,
ity at events such as this to show St. Louis how we are
"Changing The Environment for Women & Girls" Next Duchesne; Audrey Pado, St. Charles West; Savanna Dennison, Lutheran High; Julia Johnston, Orchard Farm; Jessica
year it will even be bigger and better.
Huitsing, Francis Howell; Jennifer Ferry, Francis Howell
Central; Bernadette Kornberger, Francis Howell North. Not
pictured: Hayley Schaub, St. Charles High
St Louis
Branch members Sally
McGowan
(left) and
Linda Lindsey

Back Row, Science Excellence Awards: Hannah Wiseman,
Duchesne; Aneliese Hebenstreit, St. Charles High; Emily
Deng, St. Charles West; Lila Witte, Lutheran; Isabela Wimmer, Francis Howell; Siyi Wang, Francis Howell Central.
Not pictured: Anna Peacock, Orchard Farm, and Caitlind
Walker, Francis Howell North. Several teachers joined students for awards.

AAUW Ballwin-Chesterfield
by Marcia Block, Co-President
Non-profit section, Social

For many years, Ballwin-Chesterfield has been committed to
encouraging STEM careers for young women. One activity
we are most proud of is “STEM Girls of Promise.” For the
last five years we have paired with Valley Park High School
to recognize five junior women. Each receives a medal, a
certificate, and a small cash award at a breakfast honoring
them. We ask the STEM faculty to select the young women
who show promise and commitment to some aspect of the
field. By honoring juniors, we hope it adds to their college
applications.
St Louis Branch member
Ellen Irons
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We were so excited with Valley Park that we added Maplewood-Richmond Heights High School, and for three years
have honored them at a similar breakfast. Parents and faculty are also invited. This year, the staff at Valley Park
couldn’t narrow it down to just five so (continued next page)
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asked if we would honor six young women. We were
thrilled to do so.
Students in the picture below are, left to right, Caroline
Barron, Stella Henline, Anabel Parreno, Tamar Crump, and
Stacy Juracik, from Maplewood-Richmond Heights.
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Karol Palmer, Mary Paxton Keeley portrayed by Myla
Gentry, Margaret Tobin (Molly) Brown portrayed by
Jolene Cerveny, and Nelly Donnelly portrayed by Sue
Raymond.
This program was a huge success, and plans are in the
works for another March Women in History presentation for 2019. (FYI - the Columbia Branch website has a
tab listing MO Women in History in case you want to
copy this idea. Go to aauwmo.org, select Branches,
Branch Locator, Columbia, About Us, Notable Women
or feel free to use our selections!)

AAUW Kansas City Northland
by Kathleen Welton, President

The picture below includes B-C members Jean Elliott and
Marcia Block to the left and Sandra Murdock, Carol Greenaway, and Linda Seibert on the right. Several of the faculty
members are pictured also. The girls are Abigail Farless,
Jilane Pederson, Camryn Christy, Vanessa Keopine, Natalie
Kaminski, and Madelyn Kientzy.

AAUW Independence, by Sue Shineman, President

Kansas City Northland AAUW celebrated their 60th
Anniversary with guest speakers, Eleanor Calvert,
founding member, and Sue Shineman, state membership vice president, on May 19, 2018, at the home of
Sandra Lee Reeves.
Eleanor Calvert spoke on forming the group in the late
1950s and the need for women to keep engaged outside of the home. Sue Shineman shared some history
about AAUW MO and how Missouri was one of the first
divisions in AAUW nationally. She also spoke on increasing and retaining membership.
New officers were installed: Suzanne Conaway, president; Kathleen Welton, VP of programs; and Pat LaCalamito, secretary. They join Kate Sargent and Susie
Watson VP of membership, and Dixie Brown, treasurer, on the Executive Board.

In honor of Women's History Month, the March program for
the Independence Branch celebrated 6 Outstanding Women
in Missouri History, three of which have strong ties to the KC
Metro area. Hazelle Rollins, Mary Paxton Keeley, and Nelly
Donnelly made a huge impact on the local community.
The program was MC'd by Evelyn Trigg, portraying Maya
Angelou; she introduced our distinguished and memorable
women in Missouri history: Hazelle Rollins portrayed by
Nancy Clark; Mellcene Thurman Smith portrayed by
Members of the Kansas City Northland branch of AAUW celebrate
their 60th Anniversary with hats and smiles at the home of Sandra
Lee Reeves.
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AAUW MO State Board for 2017-2018
President
Jan Scott
(314) 727-6876
jan@stlwomenonthemove.
com
St. Louis Branch

President-Elect

Program Vice President
Marsha Koch
(636) 256-6746
mkwkoch@outlook.com
Kirkwood-Webster Groves
Branch

Membership Vice
President
Sue Shineman
(816) 365-1180
Sueshineman46@
gmail.com
Independence Branch

Secretary
Doris Nistler
(314) 692-7281
dnistler14@att.net
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Branch

Finance Officer
Ellen Johnson
(816) 931-5288
Ellen.johnson@gmail.com
Kansas City Branch

Immediate Past
President
Diane B. Ludwig
(573) 642-4664
dbludwig22@aol.com
Columbia Branch

AAUW Fund
Julie Triplett
(314) 630-9429
julietrip@att.net
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Branch

Strategic Plan Monitors
Diane Ludwig and
Jan Scott

College-University
Relations
Deborah McWard
(636) 733-0757
debmcward@earthlink.net
Kirkwood-Webster Groves
Branch

Communications/Web
Manager
Joyce Katz
(314) 779-4174
joyka234@aol.com
Ballwin-Chesterfield Branch

Governance
Marianne Cole Fues
(573) 445-0344
marfues@hotmail.com
Columbia Branch

Parliamentarian
Linda Berube
(816) 809-0139
ljbaauw@hotmail.com
Kansas City Branch

Historian
Jane Biers
(573) 445-7143
biersJ@missouri.edu
Columbia Branch

Newsletter Editor
Carol Davis McDonald
(646) 227-0511
davis-mcdonald@
outlook.com
St. Louis Branch

Public Policy Co-Chair
Karen Francis
(314) 223-4235
karenbitzafrancis@
yahoo.com
Ballwin-Chesterfield Branch

Public Policy Co-Chair
A. Patricia Shores
(646) 938-3958
apatriciashores@att.net
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Branch

Branch Incentive Grant
Program
Pam Kulp
(636) 219-2969
kulpp10@gmail.com
St. Charles Branch

Branch Incentive
Program
Alyse Stoll
(816) 353-3593
ajstoll@prodigy.net
Independence Branch

Administrative Assistant
Pam Meyers
(314) 921-7109
wpemeyers@gmail.com
Ferguson-Florissant
Branch

Kansas City IBC
Kathleen Welton
(816) 679-8020
kdwelton@yahoo.com
Kansas City Northland
Branch

St. Louis Metro IBC
Suzanne Couch
(636) 391-0291
couchsuzanne749@
gmail.com
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Branch

St. Louis Metro IBC
Karen Francis
(314) 223-4235
karenbitzafrancis@
yahoo.com
Ballwin-Chesterfield
Branch

Missouri History Day
Betty Takahashi
(636) 281-4776
bjctakahashi@yahoo.com
St. Charles Branch

National Liaison
Shirley Breeze
(314) 831-5359
sbreeze@mindspring.com
Ferguson-Florissant
Branch

The AAUW MO Newsletter
Newsletter Items Desired:
Branch news items, announcements, and photographs are welcome. Please submit items and/or corrections to Jan Scott, state president, and/
or Carol Davis McDonald, newsletter editor.
Remember to send a copy of your branch newsletter to the following:
1) State Historian, Jane Biers at biersj@missouri.edu,
2) Web Manager, Joyce Katz at joyka234@aol.com, and
3) State President, Jan Scott at jan@athenalibrary.com.
Branch newsletters are now shared across the state on our state website, aauwmo.org (see "branches" then "branch locator"). Missouri in Motion issues are always available for download from the website. Advise Joyce Katz of additions or corrections to the website at
joyka234@aol.com.
Please send address and email changes to national headquarters at: AAUW Records Office, 1310 L St. NW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005,
OR make changes online at http://www.aauw.org/ click on ‘Member Services’ then on ‘Member Services Database.’
American Association of University Women of Missouri
www.aauwmo.org
c/o Jan Scott, State President
7850 Adkins Ave., St. Louis, MO 63123-7765
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